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ABSTRACT 

A proposal to establish an experimental non-graded 
course in English is described, along with the results from the 
students’ course evaluation. The following hypotheses and responses 
are disclosed. It was believed that a non-graded class situation 
would (1) have a positive effect on the student, (2) improve 
student-instructor relationships, (3) encourage cooperation among 
students, (4) result in greater student involvement, and (5) 
encourage self-initiated reading and creativity. Student evaluation 
showed a general positive reaction toward the non-graded approach. 
Specifically, they felt free of tension, unnecessary pressure, and 
competition for grades. The non-graded course, however, did not 
increase their interest in the subject matter. Students regarded the 
instructor positively and saw him as a helper rather than as a 
distributor of grades. They did not feel the instructor’s 
effectiveness was diminished. The class as a whole worked together 
and the students were encouraged to help one another. Feelings toward 
involvement in class discussion were highly positive. The students 
also felt encouraged to produce a good paper and to explore new ways 
of self-expression. The student questionnaire is included, (MN) 
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Proposal on Experiment al Non-Graded Student Evaluation 
for English 13T Turing Spring Semester 1971 



INTRODUCTION 



English 132, an introduction to literature, is, like many other human- 
ities courses, properly concerned primarily with hue affective domain.* 

The course is designed to encourage the student in developing positive atti- 
tudes toward reading (and creating) works of literature and toward exercising 
the imagination. The goal is that the student will receive some long-range 
benefits - i.e. that he will continue to read works of literature after the 
semester is over and that he will develop a greater awareness of self and 
empathy with others. 

In order for long-range benefits to occur, the reading needs to become 
an activity which is intrinsically rewarding and not just a necessary task 
which separates the student from a grade, degree, or job.** And as Leonard 
Silver of Cornell University puts it, "You have to do more than just tell the 
students that grades are less important than knowing the work. . . 1 

In order to give English 132 the greatest chance of success, a grading 
system should be used which complements the goals of this course. In a 
humanities course, it is desirable to have a system of evaluation which em- 
phasizes individuals rather than categories. The categories of A, B, and C 
are not flexible enough to recognize the complexity of the learning experi- 
ence. (According to Wesley J. Dale, the use of letter grades "presents a 

* As explained in Bloom's Taxonomy , there are three, domains; the cognitive 
affective, and psychomotor. The affective domain is the one oriented to 
attitude rather than to factual knowledge, 

** See page for a collection of excerpts from George Leotard's Education 

and Ec.tst.asy which develop this area of "internal" and "external" rewards . 

1 As quoted by Matthew R, Sagan in "The First Year of Pass-Fail at Brandeis 

University; A Report," J ournal of Higher Education , February 1969, pp.135-144. 
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deceptive appearance of objectivity and precise evaluation. "2 They are more 
arbitrary than they seem.) In a course which is concerned with counteracting 
dehumanizing factors in life, the system of evaluation should minimize the 
aura of monetary exchange and foster a spirit of humane co-operation. In a 

course which emphasizes creativity, the system of evaluation itself should be 
a more creative one* 

Marshall McLuhan ' s phrase "The medium is the message" is applicable here. 
Does the medium of evaluation presently used— A, B, C— convey a message quite 
different from the one we desire? Is the message that only external rewards 
make reading worthwhile? That students fall neatly into three categories? 

That teachers are more interested in grading their students than in helping 
them? Certainly, this grading system has other negr associations for many 

Students because of their experiences in public schools. 

This concern led to the desire to design a more appropriate system of 
student evaluation. This desire coupled with the responsibility stated by 
the Prospectus as one of the "Professor's Rights"; "The teacher will be en- 
couraged to assume creatively the fullest measure of responsibility, in ac- 
cordance with his position descrition, for conceiving, designing, planning, 
implementing, and evaluating the learning work of students." The following 
proposal Is the result of this desire and this responsibility. 



PROPOSAL 



Statement of Proposa l 

The passing grades of A , B , C — ■ which are used in the present grading 
system will be replaced with credit for the course and a paragraph of 
evaluation on each student. 




2 Wesley J. Dale, "Concerning Grading and Other Forms of Student Evaluation " 
p. ERIC ED 0360260 
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ITOTE : 



The student will still receive credit for the course on the basis of 
having met the performance objectives as specified. 



ASSUMPTIONS 

2, We will never discover if the standard grading system can be improved 
unless we experiment with a different system* 

2. Even though a one-semester trial is not really adequate to counteract 

at least twelve years o£ training, we must begin somewhere. 

3. Students at College of the Mainland can become more creative, erapathetic 

and aware individuals. 

4. If students develop positive attitudes toward reading and creating works 
of literature, they will be more likely to continue these activities 
after the semester is over. 

5. The student-instructor relationship is important in the learning process 

6. The student-student relationship is important in the learning process, 

7. The morale of the student is important In the learning process. 

8. Student involvement is necessary to the learning process, 

HYPOTHESES 

We believe the following statements to be true and will check their 
validity in this experiment: 

1. That the substitution of credit plus a paragraph of evaluation will have 
a positive effect on the morale of the student. 

2. That the substitution of credit plus a paragraph of evaluation will have 
a positive effect on the student-instructor relationship, 

3. That the substitution of credit plus a paragraph of evaluation will en— 
courage co-operation among students- 



4, That the substitution of credit plus a paragraph of evaluation will 
result in greater student involvement, 

5, That the substitution of credit plus a paragraph of evaluation will en 
courage positive attitudes toward reading works of literature, 

6, That the substitution of credit plus a paragraph of evaluation will en 
courage creativity on the part of the student. 



